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ARCHAEOLOGICAL TESTING OF SITE 41HK28 
HASKELL COUNTY, TEXAS 
By 
Wayne C. Young 
Texas 
S t a t e  Department of Highways and P u b l i c  T ranspo r t a t i on  
Highway Design Div is ion  
August 1985 
ABSTRACT 
Tes t ing  of S i t e  4 1 H K 2 8 on County Road 166 i n  Haskel l  County, Texas, was 
performed on Ju ly  8-9, 1985, t o  determine e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  i nc lus ion  wi th in  
t h e  National  Regis te r  of H i s t o r i c  Places o r  nomination a s  a  S t a t e  Archaeo- 
l o g i c a l  Landmark, and t o  determine s i te  depth,  c u l t u r a l  context ,  and 
archaeologica l  s ign i f i cance .  The s i t e  is loca ted  on a  t e r r a c e  overlooking 
Ca l i fo rn ia  Creek, a  t r i b u t a r y  of t h e  Brazos River system. The s i te  has  
been impacted by cons t ruc t ion  of a  county road and br idge ,  by seve re  e ros ion  
and d e f l a t i o n ,  and by roo t  plowing t o  remove mesquite t r e e s  from t h e  area .  
Resul t s  of t e s t i n g  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  S i t e  4 1 H K 2 8  represented a  T r a n s i t i o n a l  
Archaic s i t e  which has been l a r g e l y  destroyed by eros ion  and mesquite 
c l e a r i n g .  The s i te  appears t o  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  o r  upper 10 cm 
of t h e  s o i l  depos i t s  and i s  mixed wi th  modern h i s t o r i c  deb r i s .  Evidence 
recovered does not  support a  determinat ion of e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  i nc lus ion  
w i t h i n  t h e  National  Regis te r  of H i s t o r i c  Places o r  nomination a s  a  S t a t e  
Archaeological Landmark. 
INTRODUCTION 
Archaeological S i t e  41HK28 was recorded a t  t he  Texas Archeological 
Research Laboratory of t h e  Balcones Research Center,  The Univers i ty  
of Texas a t  Aust in,  i n  May 1984 by a member of t h e  S t a t e  Department 
of Highways and Pub l i c  Transpor ta t ion  (SDHPT) p ro fes s iona l  c u l t u r a l  
resources  s t a f f .  Following i n i t i a l  eva lua t ion ,  f u r t h e r  t e s t i n g  and 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  were recommended. The s i t e  was t e s t e d  on Ju ly  8-9, 1985, 
by Wayne C. Young of t h e  S D H P T pro fes s iona l  c u l t u r a l  resources  s t a f f ,  
w i th  f i e l d  suppor t  personnel  provided by the  S D H P T  D i s t r i c t  8 Residency 
Of f i ce  i n  Hamlin, Texas. 
S i t e  41HK28 i s  l o c a t e d  i n  southeas tern  Haskell County about 14 mi l e s  
sou theas t  of Haskel l  (Fig. 1 ) .  The s i t e  is s i t u a t e d  along County 
Road 166 about 0.5 mile  e a s t  of Farm t o  Market Highway 600 and occupies  
a t e r r a c e  a long t h e  western bank of Ca l i fo rn ia  Creek. S i t e  41HK28 
occurs  along both  s i d e s  of t h e  county road and covers an a r e a  about 
150 meters along t h e  creek and 50 meters t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  creek bank. 
Tes t ing  of t h e  s i t e  w a s  performed under t h e  auspices  of Procedures for 
t h e  P ro tec t ion  of H i s t o r i c  and Cul tura l  P rope r t i e s  (36 CFR, P a r t  800), 
procedures prescr ibed  and endorsed by t h e  Federal  Highway Administrat ion.  
The o b j e c t  of t e s t i n g  was t o  determine e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  of  t h e  
s i t e  wi th in  t h e  National  Regis te r  of H i s t o r i c  Places o r  nomination as a 
S t a t e  Archaeological Landmark as prescr ibed  by f e d e r a l  r egu la t ion ,  and 
t o  determine the  n a t u r e  of t h e  depos i t s  and t h e  c u l t u r a l  context  of t h e  
s i t e .  
The cons t ruc t ion  a f f e c t i n g  S i t e  41HK28 involves t h e  replacement of a Warren 
t r u s s  b r idge  wi th  a modern concrete  s t r u c t u r e  and a r econs t ruc t ion  of t h e  
approaches f o r  approximately 200 f t .  w e s t  and 400 f t .  e a s t  of  t h e  b r idge .  
The county road w i l l  b e  closed,  t h e  o ld  b r idge  dismantled, and a new
s t r u c t u r e  e rec t ed  i n  i t s  p lace .  Addit ional  right-of-way h a s  been 
obtained f o r  200 f t .  e a s t  and 400 f t .  w e s t  of t h e  b r i d g e  and i s  a uniform 
100 f t  . i n  width.  
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SITE DESCRIPTION 
S i t e  41HK28 appears  t o  have covered about an a c r e  along t h e  western 
bank of C a l i f o r n i a  Creek i n  Haskel l  County, Texas. The s i t e  is 
p resen t ly  i n  a heavi ly  overgrazed pas tu re  wi th  the  dominant vege ta t ion  
be ing  small mesquites and broomweeds. I t  should be  mentioned t h a t  t h e  
mesquite t r e e s  on t h e  s i t e  a r e  not iceably  sma l l e r  than  those i n  o t h e r  
pas tu res  and t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  brush p i l e s  p re sen t ,  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  t h e  s i t e  has  been c leared  of t r e e s  i n  the  r e l a t i v e l y  r ecen t  p a s t .  
The s i t e  has  probably been root-plowed wi th in  t h e  last  20 years .  
Erosion is seve re  on t h e  s i t e  and may b e  p a r t i a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
l a c k  of ground cover i n  t h e  immediate a rea .  Very l a r g e  and deep g u l l i e s  
a r e  present  along both s i d e s  of t h e  county road and have cu t  through 
about 75% of t h e  s i t e  w i th in  t h e  right-of-way (Fig. 2) .  These g u l l i e s  
show a c lean  s o i l  p r o f i l e  c o n s i s t i n g  of a reddish  s o i l  cap of c l ay  loam 
f o r  t h e  upper 20 cm. This s o i l  cap o v e r l i e s  a 2 meter- thick zone of 
brownish red  c l ay  loam with p r e c i p i t a t i o n  l i n e s  and s m a l l  calcium carbonate 
gravels .  The lowest meter of t h e  g u l l y  p r o f i l e s  i s  a very red c l a y  l ack ing  
gravels .  There a r e  s e v e r a l  cu t  and f i l l  sequences observable i n  t h e  
g u l l y  w a l l s  and a l l  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  g u l l i e s  were contained 
i n  these  a reas .  The one complete d a r t  po in t ,  a Darl-like specimen, w a s  
found on t h e  s u r f a c e  about 2 meters  from t h e  edge of t h e  nor th  g u l l y  and 
is  very  similar t o  t h e  d a r t  po in t  base found i n  Level 1 on t h e  south s i d e  
of t h e  road. 
The g u l l y  p r o f i l e s  appeared a t  f i r s t  t o  have dark bands r ep resen t ing  
c u l t u r a l  zones i n  them. A c l o s e r  examination revealed t h a t  t hese  bands 
were caused by decaying t r e e  r o o t s  and t h a t  they disappeared when only 
s l i g h t l y  excavated. 

The g u l l i e s  are sti l l  quite act ive  a t  the s i t e  today, as witnessed 
by one of the larger mesquites having been undercut and ly ing i n  
the gul ly .  The leaves were sti l l  green on the tree  and i t  may be 
presumed that the tree  had only recently sloughed into  the gu l ly .  
TESTING OPERATIONS 
Archaeological  t e s t i n g  of S i t e  41HK28 cons is ted  of s u r f a c e  obse rva t ions ,  
examination of g u l l y  w a l l s ,  and t h e  excavat ion of a t e s t  u n i t  by hand 
(Fig.  2 ) .  An examination of t h e  ground s u r f a c e  revealed a t h i n  s c a t t e r i n g  
of f l i n t  and q u a r t z i t e  f l a k e s  and burned rocks along both s i d e s  of t h e  
county road. One p o s s i b l e  su r f ace  hea r th  was loca t ed  between t h e  g u l l y  
and Tes t  Unit  1 on t h e  south  s i d e  of t h e  road and w a s  p a r t i a l l y  excavated.  
Excavation of t h i s  l imes tone  hea r th  w a s  h a l t e d  when a rus t ed  t i n  can w a s  
found i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  hea r th .  This  f e a t u r e  may r e l a t e  t o  t h e  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  b r i d g e  ac ros s  Ca l i fo rn i a  Creek. 
The examination of t h e  gu l ly  w a s  accomplished by a slow and thorough 
s tudy  of a l l  v i s i b l e  p r o f i l e s  on both s i d e s  of t h e  county road and t h e  
no t ing  of a l l  c u l t u r a l  d e b r i s  adhering t o  t h e  w a l l s .  This procedure 
f a i l e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  any bur ied  c u l t u r a l  zones although over  100 meters 
of p r o f i l e  w e r e  observed. A t o t a l  of 3 f l a k e s ,  a Darl-like d a r t  p o i n t ,  
and a thumbnail end sc rape r  were recovered i n  t h i s  procedure, w i th  a l l   
specimens coming from a c u t  and f i l l  sequence i n  t h e  no r th  gu l ly .  
There were no s u r f a c e  concent ra t ions  of materials o r  any evidence of 
i n t a c t  subsur face  c u l t u r a l  zones; t he re fo re ,  a l o c a l i t y  ad j acen t  t o  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  sur face- hear th  at the  head of t h e  south  gu l ly  w a s  chosen f o r  
t h e  placement of Tes t  Unit 1. Test  Unit 1 w a s  a 1 meter square.  
Excavation w a s  i n  a r b i t r a r y  10 c m  l e v e l s  with a l l  s o i l  passed through 
0.25 i n .  mesh hardware c l o t h  and a l l  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  r e t a i n e d  by 
square  and l e v e l  coord ina tes .  
Level 1 contained a Darl-like d a r t  po in t  base ,  3 co re  fragments,  2 mussel 
s h e l l  fragments,  26 f l a k e s ,  3 g l a s s  b o t t l e  she rds ,  and 5 fragments from 
t i n  cans. Levels  2-5 w e r e  c u l t u r a l l y  s t e r i l e .  The excavat ions w e r e  
h a l t e d  a t  50 c m  s i n c e  t h e  previous 40 cm had been c u l t u r a l l y  s t e r i l e  
and t h e r e  w e r e  no i n d i c a t i o n s  of deeper c u l t u r a l  zones from t h e  g u l l y  w a l l s .  
A l l  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  w a s  found t o  be  i n  a d i s tu rbed  con tex t  and 
l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  t o p  10 cm of t h e  s i t e .  
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMENDATIONS
Archaeological t e s t i n g  of S i t e  41HK28 has  e s t ab l i shed  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  w a s  
p r imar i ly  a su r face  occupation t h a t  can b e  r e l a t e d  t o  the  T r a n s i t i o n a l  
Archaic and t h a t  t h e  s i t e  has been d i s tu rbed  by pas t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and 
cons t ruc t ion  a c t i v i t i e s- - s p e c i f i c a l l y  overgrazing,  r o o t  plowing, and 
t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  road and br idge .  
The por t ions  of t h e  s i t e  w i th in  the  right-of-way l ack  a  v a l i d  c u l t u r a l  
context  and t h e  same probably holds  f o r  t h e  a r e a  o u t s i d e  the  r ight- of-  
way. Cu l tu ra l  remains appear t o  have been seve re ly  eroded and d is turbed .  
It is be l ieved  t h a t  t h e  po r t ion  of S i t e  41HK28 within t he  highway r i g h t-  
of-way does no t  meet t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  i nc lus ion  wi th in  t h e  National  
Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  Places o r  f o r  S t a t e  Archaeological Landmark s t a t u s .  
No f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of S i t e  41HK28 i s  recommended. 
